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I am a Parent who is not a gamer. Does it matter? 

No absolutely not. You definitely do not have to be a gamer or an 
expert in Minecraft: Education Edition in order to get started. 

 

Benefits for Parents 

Minecraft offers exciting content for players and families including 
fun activities to spark the imagination at home. 

• Learn to code with Minecraft 
• Play at home as a family 
• Check out creative challenges 

Imagine building the city of the future, taking a voyage to an ancient 
Viking village, writing code to fight a wildfire, or learning about 
the periodic table by conducting chemical experiments without a lab? 
These are just a few of the exciting ways educators enrich learning 
through Minecraft: Education Edition. 

In this guide, you will learn why Minecraft is a useful educational 
tool, and how to get started using Minecraft: Education Edition in 
your home learning environment. 

 

What is Minecraft: Education Edition? 
Minecraft: Education Edition is a game-based learning platform that 
unleashes a child's creativity and also engages children in building 
critical skills like collaboration and creative problem solving. 

Don’t worry if you have never played in Minecraft, we are sure that 
your child will already be familiar with the platform! As a parent in 
the 21st Century, your role is to provide additional learning 
opportunities for your child and to let their imagination run free 
and let them start exploring and creating through interactive FUN! 

 

Why Minecraft Education Edition? 

Minecraft: Education Edition is not the same as normal Minecraft. 
Minecraft: Education Edition inspires deep, meaningful learning 
across subjects and is used around the world to teach lessons, build 
social-emotional skills, and inspire project-based learning.  

The Minecraft: Education Edition platform offers special features 
designed for educational use, including assessment tools like the 
Camera, Book and Quill, Immersive Reader (to support reading and 
translating) and classroom multiplayer to allow learners to work 
together in the immersive game environment. 

Updates are regularly being made with additional Subjects Kits and 
monthly challenges that are made available. 
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Learners can also design and model 
solutions to challenges in Minecraft. 
Minecraft: Education Edition includes a 
long list of pre-made Minecraft worlds. 
Players can build their own worlds, 
allowing them to engage in and explore an 
instructive virtual environment. Minecraft 
learning can happen alone or when friends 
join each other simultaneously in a 
multiplayer experience. To learn more about 

the hundreds of lessons available for Minecraft: Education Edition, 
visit https://education.minecraft.net/class-resources/lessons/ 
 

Subject Kits Include 

 

 
 
 

How does Minecraft: Education Edition support 
learning? 

• Supports deep and meaningful learning experiences that builds 
confidence and keeps children engaged. 

• Lessons in a whole range of subjects including science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics, history and language. 

• Encourages collaboration, empathy and communication, helping 
children build critical social-emotional skills. 

• Promotes key 21st century skills that prepare children for the 
future workplace including creativity, problem solving and 
critical thinking. 

 

 
  

https://education.minecraft.net/class-resources/lessons/
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How to install Minecraft Education Edition 
In order to install and play Minecraft: Education Edition you will 
need: 

• A Computer running Windows 10 

• An internet connection for access to authenticate as well as to 
download and import new activities like lesson kits and 
downloadable worlds. 

• Preferably have a PC and mouse for the ultimate experience 
(can be played on Chromebook, iPad, Mac and PC). 

• Minecraft: Education Edition license/s. You can access the Hour 
of Code lessons under the Demo license, but you will ultimately 
need a license to access Minecraft: Education Edition in order 
to continue without a Trial and have access to all of the 
information that will be made available for your child to save 
worlds and continue learning (you can subscribe to the ZooZone 
Interactive Learning Academy’s monthly membership here: 
www.zoozone.co.za/subscribe/ which includes full access to the 
Minecraft: Education Edition platform). * Important Side note: 
the monthly license also includes a login to the ZooZone Member’s 
area where your child will be able to access other additional 
interactive activities & worlds & project files. Therefore, you 
will have 2 login areas: x1 to the   Member’s area with your 
details you inserted when you subscribed + then the Minecraft: 
Education Edition license details supplied separately once 
subscribed. 

Now go to the Minecraft Education Edition Website to download the 
software: https://education.minecraft.net/en-us/get-started/download 
and follow the prompts. 

 

Once the installation file has downloaded, you can run this on your 
computer to install Minecraft. Note: Minecraft Education Edition is 
a Windows 10 app which has to be installed on your computer, it does 
not run online only. For minimum requirements, please visit: 
https://www.zoozone.co.za/minimum-requirements/  

 

Next Steps 
 

Once you have installed Minecraft: Education Edition, you will be 
able to access the Demo or code lessons or even other worlds through 
the Trial period. 
 
The trial period will expire after a couple of days and your child 
will need a license to access Minecraft: Education Edition 
thereafter. We offer a monthly membership at ZooZone Interactive 
Learning Academy which includes a license to hours of fun and deep 
and meaningful learning experiences that builds confidence and keeps 
children engaged! 
 
Subscribe to continue your child’s active learning experience! 
 
 
 

  

https://www.zoozone.co.za/subscribe/
https://www.zoozone.co.za/login/
https://www.zoozone.co.za/login/
https://education.minecraft.net/en-us/get-started/download
https://www.zoozone.co.za/minimum-requirements/
https://www.zoozone.co.za/subscribe/
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How to log into Minecraft Education Edition 
Double click on the 
Minecraft:  Education Edition 
icon on the desktop screen 
to select the Minecraft:  
Education Edition 
Application. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A welcome screen will be 
displayed, asking for: 
 
1. Sign In (if you’ve already 

subscribed and received 
your login credentials – 
choose this option); or 

2. If you do not have a license 
yet, click on the “try the 
demo lesson”. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you choose to try a demo 
lesson, you will be presented 
with the following screen. 

Click on Accept Terms and then 
Play. 
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Try A Demo Lesson 
 

You are now presented with 
options: 

1. Click on Start Lesson to 
start the demo lesson 
straight away and start 
playing; 

2. Click on Settings to set 
preferred settings or 
access the ? How to Play 
section within Settings to 
find out and learn more 
about how to play 
Minecraft; 

3. Unlock Full Game will ask 
for your license login 
credentials; 

4. Click on the hanger under 
the  character to see the 
options for Skins that 
will allow you to change 
the appearance of your 
character. Choose your 
character and click on 
Confirm to keep your 
selection. 

 

Skins 
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Demo Lessons 

Once you have selected the Start Lesson button, you will see this 
screen to make your selection what to start with. The locks are 
areas that are locked for the demo lessons, but will be available 
once logged in with your license credentials when you subscribe. 

 

 

For Hour of Code, we suggest 
starting with the Hour of 
Code 2019 (AI). 

“A village is threatened by 
fire and needs your help! 
Program your coding 
assistant, the Agent, to 
navigate the forest and 
collect data about fires. 
Then write code to help 
prevent the spread of fire 
and bring life back to the 
forest.”  

 

Hour of Code 2020 
(Inclusion) is A MINECRAFT 
TALE OF TWO VILLAGES 

Use basic coding concepts to 
bring two villages together 
in this free Hour of Code 
lesson in Minecraft: 
Education Edition. Players 
will experience empathy and 
compassion for their 
neighbours, learn about 
cooperation and inclusion, 
and practice social-
emotional skills. 

TIP: READ THE LESSON PLAN BEFORE YOU START 

 

https://www.zoozone.co.za/subscribe/
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Hour of Code 2021 (TimeCraft)  

“Travel through time and space and explore the concept of building a 
better future through code. Experience and choose your own adventure 
game, exploring diverse key moments in human achievement. Using your 
coding super-powers, save the future by solving mysterious 
incongruities in the past, collecting clues and connecting patterns 
to identify the mischievous time culprit.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TIP: READ THE LESSON PLAN BEFORE YOU START 

 

Next Step after Demo Lessons 

Once Demo lessons have been completed (that the player wanted to 
complete) and/or the “How to Play” has been investigated (if 
required      ), then the next step will be to start accessing the 
Monthly Challenges, My Worlds, Subject Kits and all the other 
exciting content! 

Please subscribe (on the 
ZooZone website) for full 
access! Receive your license 
and login details (MCEE 
username and password) to 
use in Unlock Full Game or 
Sign In in Minecraft: 
Education Edition. 

 

 

 
  

https://www.zoozone.co.za/subscribe/
https://www.zoozone.co.za/
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Sign into your Minecraft: Education Edition 
Full Version 
 

You will be asked for your 
sign in email address. Log in 
with your provided email 
address and password ZooZone 
Interactive Learning Academy 
provided once you subscribed. 

Note: this is where Minecraft 
will make use of your internet 
connection to authenticate 
your sign in credentials. The 
internet will also be needed 
when worlds are downloaded and 
when players want to share and 
interactively play together. 

 

 

 

 

 
Once logged in, you are now 
presented with various 
options: 
1. Click Play will present 

you with options to start 
playing, but also the 
following sections: 
a) VIEW MY WORLDS 
b) VIEW LIBRARY 

i. Subject Kits 
ii. Monthly Build 

Challenges 
iii. Starter Worlds 
iv. How to Play 

c) CREATE NEW 
d) JOIN WORLD 
e) IMPORT 

 
Suggestion will be to first start with the Settings section. 
 

Click on the hanger under 
the  character to see the 
options for Skins that 
will allow you to change 
the appearance of your 
character. Choose your 
character and click on 
Confirm to keep your 
selection. 
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Setting up to start playing 

 
 
 

Click on the Settings 
button to set up 
Minecraft: Education 
Edition to your 
liking. 

Various settings are 
available. The 
Keyboard and Mouse 
Settings can be 
changed if you 
require, but to 
start with, we 
suggest that you 
leave the default 
settings as shown on 
the left. 

 
Note that it is recommended that you use a Keyboard & Mouse for the 
ultimate experience (the mouse is necessary, as it is difficult to play 
Minecraft: Education Edition with a touchpad). 
 
 

Special Video Settings to Set 
If you are experiencing any lag in your game, then set the Anti-
aliasing setting within the Video section (more information is 
available in the comprehensive Parent’s Guide once subscribed). 
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VIEW MY WORLDS 
Here you will see a list and 
access all your previously 
selected/imported worlds and 
start playing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VIEW LIBRARY 
This section will allow you 
to select from the various 
Subject Kits available, 
Monthly Build Challenges, 
Starter Worlds and How To 
Play sections. 
 
Subject Kits include: 
1. Science 
2. History & Culture 
3. Math 
4. Computer Science 
5. Equity & Inclusion 
6. eSports 
7. More… (as can be seen in 

the images below) 
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Monthly Challenges: 
Strengthen your child's 21st Century Skills with easy-to-implement 
activities. 

 

 
 
 

How to Play: 
 

A comprehensive Parents Guide to Minecraft: Education Edition can be 
downloaded in the members area once subscribed. 
 

COME AND JOIN OUR INTERACTIVE WORLD! 
 
 
 
 

https://www.zoozone.co.za/subscribe/
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Resources 
 

ZooZone website: https://www.zoozone.co.za 

Minecraft: Education Edition website: http://education.minecraft.net/ 
 

 
 

Other Resources related to game-based learning: 
Learning through gaming: using Minecraft in the classroom | Joel 
Levin: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cdVLFDfRZUI 

 

 

 

https://www.zoozone.co.za/
http://education.minecraft.net/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cdVLFDfRZUI
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